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Sunday, February 18, 2024
First Sunday of Lent

WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME

Prelude Give Me Jesus arr. Richard Billingham

Welcome to all — especially to our guests.
Hymns labeled GTG are in the Glory to God Hymnal (purple)
Hymns labeled AAHH are in the African American Heritage Hymnal (beige)

There is Sunday school for children today. They will be excused after the Passing of
the Peace.

*Please stand as you are able

Welcome and Announcements

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 25)
O God, in you we trust.
Lead us in your truth and teach us,
for you are the God of our salvation.
for you we wait, for you we worship.

Gospel Praise He’s So Real
Minute for Mission
Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession
Gracious God, as we begin this Lenten wilderness journey with Jesus,
we confess our neglect of you and our faith. We make idols of nation,
money and power. We build walls instead of better relationships.
We fail to follow Jesus to the poor, the destitute, the stranger.
Empty us this Lent, Holy God. Guide us in our faith so we can leave
this wilderness season in right relationship with you. Amen.



Declaration of God’s Forgiveness

Passing of the Peace/A Time for Celebration
The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you!

(Exchange signs of Christ’s peace and forgiveness with others. We greet one
another as neighbors in Christ. You may say “Peace be with you,” or respond,
“And also with you.”)

*Response GTG #792 There Is a Balm in Gilead
There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole;
there is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul. (Refrain)
Sometimes | feel discouraged, and think my work’s in vain,
but then the Holy Spirit revives my soul again.

(Refrain)
WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD
Prayer for lllumination
First Reading Psalm 25:1-10
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Anthem Hear the Lambs a-Cryin' arr. Robert CeCormier

Chancel Choir; Donald Steward, soloist
Gospel Reading Mark 1:9-15

Message



WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD

Affirmation of Faith (from A Brief Statement of Faith)
We trust in God the Holy Spirit,
everywhere the giver and renewer of life.
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith,
sets us free to accept ourselves
and to love God and neighbor,
and binds us together with all believers
in the one body of Christ, the Church.
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles
rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,
engages us through the Word proclaimed,
claims us in the waters of baptism,
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation,
and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church.
In a broken and fearful world
the Spirit gives us courage
to pray without ceasing,
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks
and to live holy and joyful lives,
even as watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

Hymn AAHH #138 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah

Call to Offering
We are not currently passing an offering plate.
We have placed an offering plate outside the sanctuary where you may place
your offerings or if you would like to make an offering online, scan the QR code
located in the Westminster News section of today’s bulletin.



Invitation to Offering

*Doxology GTG #606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

praise him, all creatures here below;

praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication

Prayers of the People

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever, Amen.

WE GO FORTH IN GOD’S NAME
*Hymn GTG #292 As the Wind Song
*Benediction
Postlude Hold On! arr. Calvin Taylor

The organ postlude is offered as an instrumental prayer. You are invited to
remain seated; if you wish to depart, please do so quietly,
remembering those who are still worshiping.

Worship Leaders:

The Rev. Dakota Whitaker, Pastor/Head of Staff
Dalos Grobe, Chancel Choir Director/Organist
Victor Boyd, Gospel Choir Director
Deborah Fair, Liturgist

* Please stand as you are able.



138 GUIDE ME, O THoU GREAT JEHOVAH

The LORD will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places...

Isaiah 58:11
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Hold me with Thy pow’r-ful hand; Bread of heav - en,
Lead me all my jour - ney through; Strong De - liv - ’rer,
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292 As the Wind Song
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Reversing the usual order, this hymn began with the music rather than the words. The composer (from
Singapore) sent this tune to the author (in New Zealand) to see what text it might inspire from her. She also
suggested the tune name, a Maori phrase meaning “Holy Spirit.”

TEXT: Shirley Erena Murray, 2004; Chinese trans. Ee Suen Wong, 2005 w WAIRUA TAPU
MUSIC: Swee Hong Lim, 2004 Irregular
Text and Music © 2005 Hope Publishing Company



